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LAW STUDENT RESOURCES

Should You Join a Journal?

Five questions to answer before you say yes to a law review or specialized journal. Start at the top and follow your

answers.

START HERE

QUESTION 1 Not yet. Grades come first. Journal membership will not

Are your grades where you want them NO -» overcome a weak GPA, but strong grades can overcome
to be? not being on a journal. Revisit this next term.

YES

QUESTION 2
Can you add a weekly journal
commitment on top of class, work, and NO -

Not now. Time is your scarcest resource in law school,
and the first journal year is the most time-intensive. If
you work substantial hours to support yourself, hold off

life without tipping past a sustainable or wait for a lighter specialized journal.
workload?

YES
QUESTION 3 Join. Journal is often expected here. Not having it raises
Are you aiming for a clerkship VES questions, and an editorial board role or a published note
(especially appellate), a large firm, adds real weight. Skip to Question 5 to pick the right
academia, or policy work? journal.
QUESTION 4 Optional. Journal matters less for these paths. Moot
Are you certain you are headed for VES court, a clinic, an externship, or a part-time legal job may
public interest, government, or small serve you better. Join only if a specialized journal in your
firm practice? field truly interests you.

NO or NOT SURE

QUESTION 5 Consider it over the general law review. You will edit
Does your school have a specialized VES cutting-edge work in your field and build ties with the
journal in an area you actually care students and faculty working in it. That can be worth
about? more than prestige.

NO

A 4

Go for the general law review. It carries the
most prestige and is the most competitive. If
your school is not top-ranked, membership
helps differentiate you.

Talk to current members. Ask about the real hours, whether the culture is collaborative or
stressed, and what 2Ls actually do all year. Then decide.

Before you accept

Adapted from the CEB blog: Beyond the Resume, What Legal Journals Actually Teach You ceb.com



SHOULD YOU JOIN A JOURNAL?

What Journal Work Actually Teaches You

The credential opens doors. The skills are what you keep.

You become a Bluebook expert You learn to edit legal writing

Journal members live in the Bluebook. You will learn Fixing unclear topic sentences, weak organization, and
citation rules most of your peers never see, and that over-hedging in other people's drafts makes your own
precision is noticed. writing sharper, fast.

You research narrow topics deeply You manage long-term projects

Writing a note or comment means reading every relevant  An article may go through five rounds of edits over
case and tracing legislative history. You learn to become months. Sustaining focus and quality over time mirrors

an expert on something quickly, which is what lawyers real litigation and deal work.
do.

Judges and senior attorneys notice citation errors and assume sloppy citations indicate sloppy
analysis.
FROM THE CEB BLOG

If you join, make it manageable Ask current members before you

a Set a weekly cap. Journal work expands to fillthe ~ commit
time you give it. Decide your hours and hold the [:] How many hours a week does a 2L really spend
line. during cite-check season?

Block focused time. Cite checking between
classes guarantees missed errors and rework.

Is the culture collaborative, or is everyone stressed?

Do editors support newer members?
Learn from what you edit. An article on contract
formation is a free contracts tutorial.

How are editorial board positions chosen?

Will this journal connect me to faculty and students

Push through year one. The first year is the most in my field?

tedious. Substantive editing and leadership roles
come after.

000
0 D000

What does the note or comment process look like,
and how long does it take?

Keep building the skills California firms expect

CEB's AccessLaw program gives law students free access to the same California practice guides, forms, and research

tools working attorneys rely on, free for 18 months after graduation.

Explore AccessLaw at ceb.com/solutions/law-schools Visit the Student Resource Center

Read the full article: Beyond the Resume, What Legal Journals Actually Teach You ceb.com
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